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The fXllWime professor posiWion (open-rank) Zill be held ZiWhin Whe LeXYen School for Mass CommXnicaWion Research, a research XniW ZiWhin 
Whe DeparWmenW of CommXnicaWion Sciences, FacXlW\ of Social Sciences, KU LeXYen (BelgiXm). KU LeXYen represenWs a leading academic 
insWiWXWion in EXrope WhaW is cXrrenWl\ b\ far Whe largesW XniYersiW\ in BelgiXm in Werms of research fXnding and e[pendiWXre. The XniYersiW\ s
mission is Wo proYide e[cellence in academic edXcaWion and research and Wo offer a disWingXished serYice Wo socieW\. OZing Wo KU LeXYen s
cXWWing-edge research, KU LeXYen is a charWer member of Whe LeagXe of EXropean Research UniYersiWies (LERU) and is consisWenWl\ ranked
among Whe Wop 10 XniYersiWies in EXrope. 

WiWhin KU LeXYen, Whe LeXYen School of Mass CommXnicaWion Research (SMCR) represenWs a pioneering insWiWXWion for media effecWs 
research. SMCR sWriYes Wo conWribXWe Wo Whe mosW adYanced meWhodological WechniqXes and WheoreWical insighWs in commXnicaWion sWXdies, 
cogniWiYe and social ps\cholog\, sociolog\, and pXblic healWh. The research focXs lies on Whe Xse of informaWion- and enWerWainmenW media 
(inclXding social media, ICT, WeleYision, games, mobile deYices), and on hoZ Whese Xses ma\ harm or enhance YarioXs componenWs of 
indiYidXals  Zellbeing. We haYe a sWrong e[perWise in e[plaining Whe processes WhroXgh Zhich YarioXs forms of media Xse affecW ph\sical, 
ps\chological and social Zellbeing in Whe long rXn, and Whe condiWions Xnder Zhich Whese processes occXr. Therefore, a series of adYanced 
meWhods are applied, inclXding longiWXdinal sXrYe\ sWXdies, dail\ diar\ sWXdies and conWenW anal\sis. IssXes sWXdied in recenW \ears inclXde 
alcohol and drXg Xse, se[XaliW\ and se[ism, aggression, risk Waking, depression,  self-harm, (posiWiYe) bod\ image, sleep, menWal Zellbeing, 
healWh informaWion seeking, self-esWeem, parenWal mediaWion, and nXWriWion. 

The School adheres Wo Whe highesW academic sWandards and sWriYes WoZards pXblishing iWs research in Wop academic joXrnals (e.g., 
JoXrnal of CommXnicaWion, HXman CommXnicaWion Research, NeZ Media & SocieW\). For Whis research, presWigioXs granWs from mXlWiple 
fXnding agencies are aWWribXWed \earl\ and SMCR s e[cellenW research has been aZarded on a \earl\ basis b\ differenW inWernaWional and 
inWerdisciplinar\ organi]aWions. SMCR sWaff is inYolYed in YarioXs naWional and inWernaWional mXlWidisciplinar\ research projecWs, primaril\ of 
fXndamenWal naWXre bXW also ZiWh socieWal releYance
hWWps://soc.kXleXYen.be/smc

DXWies
Research

YoX Zill be e[pecWed Wo deYelop a research program, aim aW e[cellenW scienWific oXWpXW of inWernaWional leYel, and sXpporW and promoWe 
naWional and inWernaWional research collaboraWions in Whe broad field of healWh commXnicaWion and in Whe conWe[W of Whe School for Mass 
CommXnicaWion Research. YoXr research  focXses on Whe deYelopmenW of innoYaWiYe Wheor\ and adYanced research WechniqXes in Whis field. 
YoX haYe a sWrong backgroXnd in predominanWl\ qXanWiWaWiYe research meWhods and haYe demonsWraWed research e[cellence in YarioXs 
Za\s (e.g., Wop ranked ISI pXblicaWions, aZards, socieWal impacW eWc.).  

WiWh Whis Yacanc\ Ze aim Wo fXrWher sWrengWhen and e[pand Whe research aW SMCR. We are looking for a candidaWe ZiWh a sWrong e[perience 
in research in commXnicaWion and Whe adYancemenW of healWh and Zellbeing in socieW\. Specificall\, \oXr research ma\ encompass one of 
Whe folloZing sXbdomains of healWh commXnicaWion: (1) effecWs of media Xse on YarioXs healWh (e.g., addicWion, sXicide, ) or socieWal issXes 
(e.g., haWe speech, sXsWainabiliW\, ), and Za\s of responding Wo Whese effecWs ZiWh commXnicaWion and inWerYenWion,  (2)  Whe deYelopmenW 
and WesWing of mediaWed promoWion and inWerYenWion campaigns aiming Wo adYance pXblic healWh or socieWal Zellbeing, (3) healWh informaWion 
seeking and effecWs (e.g., resisWance Wo healWh informaWion, pXblic serYice annoXncemenWs, ), and/or (4) Wechnological perspecWiYes on 
healWh commXnicaWion (e.g., effecWs of VR on healWh oXWcomes, poWenWial of mHealWh in healWh promoWion, arWificial inWelligence, ).  

YoXr research ma\ focXs on Whe (sWraWegic) Xses or effecWs of differenW W\pes of media inclXding bXW noW limiWed Wo, social media, enWerWainmenW
media, WeleYision, neZs media, apps, Yideo games, blogs, ZebsiWes, serioXs games, YirWXal realiW\ eWc.   

In close collaboraWion ZiWh SMCR sWaff, \oX conWribXWe Wo Whe e[isWing lines of research and seW Xp \oXr oZn program WhroXgh Whe acqXisiWion 
of research fXnding.  

Teaching
The DeparWmenW of CommXnicaWion Science, consisWing of WZo research groXps SMCR and IMS, organi]es Whe Bachelor and MasWer 
of CommXnicaWion Science, Whe (English) MasWer in DigiWal Media and SocieW\, and is inYolYed in Whe MasWer s program of BXsiness 
CommXnicaWion and JoXrnalism. YoXr Weaching Zill conWain seYeral coXrses aW Whe Bachelor s and MasWer s leYel and Zill inclXde WheoreWical
and meWhodological coXrses on commXnicaWion science in general and healWh commXnicaWion in parWicXlar. YoX haYe e[perience in lecWXring
large groXps and \oX haYe a broad emplo\abiliW\ dXe Wo in-depWh and deWailed knoZledge aboXW Whe social sciences, media sociolog\ and 
media ps\cholog\.  YoX sXperYise sWXdenWs Zorking on Wheir masWerWhesis and PhD sWXdenWs. 

YoXr Weaching is e[pecWed Wo meeW Whe KU LeXYen sWandards regarding academic program leYel and orienWaWion and Wo be in keeping ZiWh 
Whe edXcaWional Yision of KU LeXYen. CommiWmenW Wo Whe qXaliW\ of edXcaWion as a Zhole is naWXrall\ XndersWood. 

SerYice
YoX proYide scienWific, social and inWernal serYices. This is reflecWed, among oWher Whings, in a consWrXcWiYe conWribXWion Wo edXcaWion and 
research, as parW of a Weam's collecWiYe projecWs (e.g. WhroXgh parWicipaWion in meeWings, Weacher da\s, informaWion sessions, recrXiWmenW 
acWiYiWies, e[change programs).

Profile



ApplicanWs hold a Ph.D. degree in commXnicaWion sciences, social sciences, ps\cholog\, pXblic healWh or an eqXiYalenW diploma. We seek 
a scholar ZiWh a broad WheoreWical- and inWerdisciplinar\ inWeresW and a sWrong backgroXnd in qXanWiWaWiYe research meWhods, Zhose research 
relaWes Wo and complemenWs Whe cXrrenW research lines aW SMCR ZiWh a sWrong healWh commXnicaWion profile. The sXccessfXl candidaWe has 
an e[cellenW research record as eYidenced b\ more Whan one dimension, e.g., Whe qXaliW\ of his/her PhD research, high-leYel pXblicaWions 
in Whe imporWanW joXrnals of oXr field (i.e., ICA joXrnals) and relaWed fields, research impacW (e.g., ciWaWions) and acqXired research fXnding. 
We YalXe professional behaYior and collegialiW\, and Zill encoXrage Whe candidaWe Wo collaboraWe ZiWh SMCR researchers as Zell as ZiWh 
inWerdisciplinar\ research groXps and cenWers ZiWhin KU LeXYen. The candidaWe has a large inWernaWional neWZork and is eager Wo fXrWher 
deYelop Whis ZiWhin Whe conWe[W of SMCR. 

ApplicanWs haYe demonsWraWed e[cellenW Weaching skills Zhich preferabl\ inclXde e[perience in Weaching large groXps of sWXdenWs. 

The official adminisWraWiYe langXage Xsed aW KU LeXYen is DXWch. If \oX do noW speak DXWch (or do noW speak iW Zell) aW Whe sWarW of 
emplo\menW, KU LeXYen Zill proYide langXage Wraining Wo enable \oX Wo Wake parW in adminisWraWiYe meeWings. A WhoroXgh knoZledge of 
English is reqXired. 

Offer
We offer a fXll-Wime emplo\menW in an inWellecWXall\ challenging and inWernaWional enYironmenW. YoX Zill Zork in LeXYen, a hisWoric and 
liYel\ ciW\ locaWed in Whe hearW of BelgiXm, ZiWhin 20 minXWes from BrXssels, and less Whan WZo hoXrs from Paris, London and AmsWerdam. 
Depending on \oXr e[perience and qXalificaWion, Whe posiWion Zill be filled aW one of Whe leYels of Whe Senior Academic SWaff (TenXre Track 
Professor, AssociaWe Professor, FXll Professor). JXnior researchers are appoinWed as assisWanW professor on Whe WenXre Wrack for a period 
of fiYe \ears; afWer Whis period and a posiWiYe eYalXaWion, Whe\ are permanenWl\ appoinWed (or WenXred) as an associaWe professor. The 
anWicipaWed sWarWing daWe for Whis posiWion is SepWember 1, 2021. 

To faciliWaWe scienWific onboarding and acceleraWe research in Whe firsW phase a sWarWing granW of 100.000 eXro is offered Wo neZ professors 
ZiWhoXW sXbsWanWial oWher fXnding (e.g., ERC). 

KU LeXYen Zelcomes inWernaWional scholars and Wheir famil\ and proYides pracWical sXpporW ZiWh regard Wo immigraWion and adminisWraWion, 
hoXsing, childcare, learning DXWch, parWner career coaching,  

InWeresWed?
For more informaWion please conWacW Prof. dr. KaWhleen BeXllens, Wel.: +32 16 32 32 19, mail: kaWhleen.beXllens@kXleXYen.be or Prof. 
dr. SWef AXpers, Wel.: +32 16 37 23 07, mail: sWef.aXpers@kXleXYen.be or dean prof. dr. SWeYen EggermonW, Wel: +32 32 32 38, mail: 
sWeYen.eggermonW@kXleXYen.be. For problems ZiWh online appl\ing, please conWacW solliciWeren@kXleXYen.be.

YoX can appl\ for Whis job no laWer Whan FebrXar\ 22, 2021 Yia Whe online applicaWion Wool :
hWWp://ZZZ.kXleXYen.be/eappl\ingforjobs/55921882

KU LeXYen seeks Wo fosWer an enYironmenW Zhere all WalenWs can floXrish, regardless of gender, age, cXlWXral backgroXnd, naWionaliW\ or 
impairmenWs. If \oX haYe an\ qXesWions relaWing Wo accessibiliW\ or sXpporW, please conWacW Xs aW diYersiWeiW.HR@kXleXYen.be.


